Sahtu Dene Council
 University College Entrance -Preparation Program (UCEPP) Application Guidelines


	About the Program
UCEP is a non-repayable one-year funding support program to prepare and help transition eligible indigenous Sahtu students from high school into full-time studies leading to a degree or diploma at a recognized Canadian post-secondary institution. 
Funding support is available for one time per student for one post-secondary University College Entrance Preparation school year. At the completion of one year of UCEP, students are expected to commence a 2-4 year degree or diploma program and a recognized Canadian university or college. 
UCEPP support generally includes living allowance assistance, travel costs, tuition and other related costs.
The objective of the program is to provide eligible students with the necessary funding to attend a preparation year at a qualified educational institution that will lead to the successful completion of a university degree or college diploma.
This program only applies to students seeking entry in a full-time college diploma or university degree program upon completion of one preparation school year.
 
Application Process
To apply to the program, applicants are invited to visit Sahtu Dene Council website at www.sahtudenecouncil.ca to complete the on-line application. The application can be returned by email in a word.doc or PDF format to isets.sdc@sahtu.ca.
The application may also be requested by email at isets.sdc@sahtu.ca or by contacting the SDC offices directly 867-589-3020.
The downloadable and printable version of the application will be available online before June 1st for the upcoming academic year. The closing date for the application is midnight June 30th. The application screening, review and approval process will take place during the month of July.
Applications lacking sufficient information will be returned to the applicant with an opportunity for a second submission provided such submission is before the June 30th deadline. Under no circumstances will late submissions be accepted. 
Applicants that have submitted a fully and sufficiently completed application before June 30th will be given a response to their submission before July 31st. The response will indicate whether the application was approved or declined. For an application that is declined, a reason will be provided with the notification. For an application that is approved, a notice of approval will be provided that will include the terms of such approval including the amount and timing of payment(s) over the upcoming school year. Approval may also be subject to other conditions. Ongoing payments may be subject to attendance.
As funding is limited and the program may wish to maximize the number of students receiving assistance, applicants are encouraged to apply for low-cost living and travel options if available.  

Appeal Process
To ensure fairness and equitable treatment under the program applicants may seek remedy under an appeal process.
The appeal process is available to any applicant that has properly submitted their application and has been denied in full or partially their request for support under the program. The appeal process will be overseen by a committee of three people that includes one chief; one senior manager and one community employment officer. 
The appeal must be for reasons other than lack of funding. Applicants must appeal the decision before July 15th in writing and addressed to Sahtu Dene Council Executive Director at isets.sdc@saht.ca and include the reason(s) for which the appeal is requested. There is no appeal for applicants that are denied due to the lack of available funds.
The Sahtu Dene Council 3-person appeal committee shall consist of at least one Sahtu chief; one senior executive and one employment officer from the Sahtu.
The appeals committee ruling must be consistent with the intent of the program and the program guidelines. The appeals committee decision will be final. Failure to provide a complete application or insufficient information in the application is not grounds for an appeal.
The appeal review process will take place during the month of July and August. A reply to the appeal will be provided before August 31st. A reply to the appeal may include authorization: reversal of denial; conditional or partial denial of funding amount or full denial. The decision of the appeal committee will be final.






Priority Considerations
1. Applicants that are a recent graduate from a high school in Colville Lake; Fort Good Hope; Norman Wells or Tulita.
2. Applicants that have identified their post-secondary education interests and goals.
3. Applicants with disabilities or those that may experience barriers to direct entry into a college diploma or university degree program. 

Eligible Institutions
Eligible post-secondary institutions that offer a full-time University College Entrance Preparation Program at an institution in Canada that is recognized by a province or territory.
A list of Canadian educational institutions currently recognized, authorized, registered and licensed by competent authorities in the province and territories of Canada is available through the Canadian Information Center for international credentials. Programs offered outside of Canada are not eligible.

Eligible expenditures
1. Tuition and other student fees
2. Books and supplies required by the student
3. Official transcript and other student fees
4. Living allowance expenses for the student and for their minor dependents
5. Expenses associated with travel from home community to post-secondary institution at start of academic year, one return holiday trip, and one trip back home at the completion of the academic year for the student and minor dependents









Ineligible Expenditures
1. Expenses incurred retroactively or in a previous academic year
2. Tuition costs at an institution not recognized as a Canadian post-secondary College or University
3. Travel supports that is not the lowest cost option. In all cases travel support will strive to be in keeping with the lowest cost options available at the time of travel
4. Travel supports for moving large items or furniture or excessive cargo or freight
5. Cell phone charges

Living Allowances
1. Living allowances will be approved based on a review of estimates or quotes for the cost of rental accommodation, utilities and internet over the period of the school year, generally for 9 or 10 months (it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide quotes and estimates for these expenses).
2. Living allowances will be paid monthly, on the first of the month throughout the duration of the school year including holiday and study breaks. 
3. Living allowance may be provided in advance of the academic year to allow students to settle into their accommodations.
4. In cases in which a security deposit or other necessary deposit(s) are required upfront, students may apply for advance funding for these items (supporting documentation may be required).
5. Where a student is given an advance for security deposit, that amount may be retained by the student at the end of the school year provided that the student has completed the program successfully. If a student does not complete the program, the security deposit will be repayable back to the program immediately.

Eligible Tuition
1. The student will provide documentary evidence of tuition, registration and student fees.
2. The program will issue payment directly to the post-secondary institution, in exceptional circumstances tuition support may be paid directly to the student.

Funding Maximum
1. $1,000 per month for up to 10 months for rent and housing costs.
2. Lowest cost travel for student and minor dependents for 3 trips to/from home community per year.
3. Tuition paid according to invoices or receipts provided by the institution—for full academic year.





